II

GROWTH OF DISCONTENT WITH THE
BRITISH OCCUPATION

IT would be a profound mistake to suppose, at the
date of the outbreak of the War, that British Control
was welcome to the inhabitants of Egypt, Unhappily,
precisely the reverse was the case. Few Egyptians
esteemed the work of England in their country, fewer
still desired it to be continued, and those who had
profited most from the Occupation were foremost now
in denouncing it. Sudden prosperity had destroyed
the reasoning faculty of the nation. Unmindful that
their good fortune was due to British rule, they saw in
every action of England a purely selfish inspiration.
That attitude of suspicion had not always existed.
When Englishmen first undertook the reconstruc-
tion of Egypt, her inhabitants had accepted their pre-
sence willingly enough, as protection against the mis-
rule of Princes and Pashas. But the memory of that
period, when no Egyptian might speak his thoughts,
or call life and property his own, had faded now from
recollection, and a new sense of security encouraged
people to profess opinions openly hostile to the
British Occupation. England, after a generation of
struggle against incompetence and procrastination,
had triumphed in her self-imposed task. She had
given order and prosperity where insecurity and misery
had once reigned. But the victory was incomplete,
since the regenerator had lost the confidence and
friendship of Egypt. To reach the goal, she had
forced upon that backward country a highly complex